Starstead Farm CSA - 2020
We are pleased to be entering our seventh year of Community Supported
Agriculture at Starstead Farm. We are proud to provide our friends and
neighbors with healthy food and we are looking forward to putting into practice
everything we’ve learned over the last 6 seasons.
Whether you are returning, signing up for the first time, or just comparing
CSAs to find the right one, please read on for an overview of what we have to
offer for the 2020 season.
For those who might not know, Community Supported Agriculture is a way
for farmers to smooth out the risks of farming by selling shares of the year’s
harvest before the first seed is planted. Shareholders agree to take what the
farmer provides and the farmer agrees to supply them with the best of what
the farm produces each week. The farmer’s advantage is in deciding what
goes into a share and being paid up front. The shareholder’s advantage is in
getting fresh produce significantly cheaper than our market prices while
experiencing a wide variety of foods that they otherwise might not have tried.
As an alternative to the classic farm-share, we also provide what we call a
market-share. In exchange for your prepayment, we provide 115% of your
purchase price as a debit account to be used at our stand at the Warrenton
farmers’ market on any produce you like. This option might appeal to people
who live in Fauquier, or to those who travel frequently during the harvest
season, or to households with picky eaters.
New for 2020, we are offering a Fall farm-share as an optional addition to
your CSA season. This is an extension of the CSA season that runs from
October 21st to the Tuesday and Wednesday before Thanksgiving (you have 2
days to pick the final share up). You can add this option any time during the
season.
Our Garden
We grow a wide range of vegetables on just over 1 acre of garden space on our
family’s property in Rixeyville. We use high-tunnels and permanent beds as well
as tight plant spacing, quick replanting, and excellent compost to make the most
out of our small acreage. Our focus on raising strong seedlings and regenerating
our soil means our garden is always packed with earthworms, microbes and
consequently, vigorous plants. Concentrating on fertile soil and protected culture
means we have no need or desire to use herbicides or synthetic pesticides and
fertilizers. Our operation is USDA certified organic, but our standards are higher.

Locations and Important Dates
Summer farm-shares: Every Wednesday from May 13th to October 14th, from
8AM until 10PM, you may pick up your share from the sales building at Oak
Shade Farm at 14455 Waterford Run Lane, Rixeyville, VA. If you are concerned
about missing your shares due to vacations or other scheduled events, we have
solutions for that outlined on the last page. You might also consider the marketshare option. There will be no farm-share on the last Wednesday of July, the
29th!
Fall farm-share: Every Wednesday from October 21st until November 25th, with
all the same details as above.
Market-shares: Let the farm come to you. The Warrenton farmers’ market is on
South 5th Street in old downtown every Saturday morning from 7AM until
noon, from April 13th until November 23rd. For the best selection, arrive before
the final hour of market.
What it Costs and What You Get
Summer farm-shares: For on-farm pick up, we offer both full shares and halfshares. See the pictures below for examples of full shares. “Half-shares” (actually
a bit larger than half of a full share) are often a good choice for 1 or 2-person
households. With either share size you may choose an egg quantity. For farmshares, we deliver at minimum 130% of your purchase price in vegetables
(based on our retail prices) by season’s end.
Full Share

Full Dozen
$610

Half Dozen
$560

No Eggs
$510

Half Share

$450

$400

$350

Fall farm-share: Since the main CSA season spans half a year—already long
enough for many, particulary with holidays approaching--we decided to begin to
push into the cold this year with only those intrepid enough to go with us.
Expect copious greens and root vegetables, along with some hardy storage crops.

There is only one share size for the fall, and it is a bit closer to the half-share
quantity than the full. The only option you need to pick here is egg quantity.
Fall Share

Full Dozen
$130

Half Dozen
$115

No Eggs
$100

Market-shares: Last year, we began offering market-shares. This is simply a
debit account that you can use to purchase produce at our stand at the
Warrenton farmers’ market any Saturday of the market season. The bonus value,
or “vegetable interest,” as I like to call it, for market-shares is half that of the
farm-share, but there are a few advantages.
-You get to choose which produce you get
-You can skip weeks with no downside
-You have 33 Saturdays to spend your balance, rather than 24 Wednesdays
You can purchase a market share for $200, $300, $400 or $500 and we will credit
you 115% of that dollar value (or 120% for returning CSA members).
The balance of your market-share account will not carry forward to the next
market season, so try to empty the account before Thanksgiving!
About Your Food
• Your share will reflect what grew best that week. For example, this means
greens may be scarce in early August, but tomatoes will be abundant.
•

Variety is one of our highest priorities. Unless you are a seasoned local
vegetable eater, expect to try some new things, or new varieties of old things.

•

Eggs are an optional part of the share and can be purchased a la carte by CSA
members for $5 at any time, although prepurchasing is a bit more convenient
and guarantees your eggs will be there. Our laying hens roost in mobile coops
that are moved to fresh pasture every week. They forage around the farm
unrestricted from dawn til dusk every day of the year. Their feed is high
quality, but is not certified organic, so neither are the eggs.

•

Our jams and preserved goods will occasionally appear in your basket, but
the focus of this CSA is primarily fresh produce.

•

Your produce will be picked fresh: this means 1 day before you get it, with
the exception of storage crops and some tomatoes. If it is temperature
sensitive, it will be refrigerated (or kept warm!) until the morning of the CSA.

•

On CSA pick-up days we use air-conditioning, refrigerators, coolers, and
periodic re-stocking to make sure your produce is as fresh as possible for
whenever you choose to arrive. That said, earlier pick-up is still better.

The Season
I include this section on what to expect during the growing season to give you an
idea of the flow of the CSA. It is not even close to a complete list of the foods you
will receive, but I think it helps as an outline.
•

Beginning the CSA in early May means lots of salad mixes, peas, dark greens
and fast-growing root crops like radishes and salad turnips.

•

Shortly after that, the cucumbers and squash will be in full production and
potatoes and beans are ready. We will continue to harvest a reduced range of
greens, but tomatoes and squash are summer’s big producers.

•

Salad mixes return toward late summer ,and tomatoes, peppers and squash
continue. Fall root crops like carrots begin to mature, along with a wide
variety of delicious cabbage-family crops.

•

The season will wrap up with cold-weather greens, hardy roots, and storage
crops like garlic, onions and winter squash.
And finally,

•

The Fine Print:
If you give us advance notice of an absence, we can bag your Wednesday
farm-share for pick-up on Thursday morning. Remember, you are always
welcome to have a friend or family member pick up your share.

•

Once per member per season, you may reschedule your weekly farm-share to
any other day within 10 days of the missed share. We do this to accommodate
vacations and the inevitable missed share.

•

We cannot provide additional a la carte produce on CSA pick-up day, nor can
we substitute one food for another in your CSA share. Managing
substitutions for 40+ people would be a big logistical problem and would
defeat much of the purpose of a weekly crop share. However, if you have an
allergy or strong aversion, please let us know.

•

For the same reasons, we cannot reserve produce at the farmers’ market for
market-share members. We always aim to have a good supply on the table
until the end, but showing up early will ensure the best quality and selection.

Refunds: Before April 15th, we will refund 100% of your money at your request.
If you withdraw from the CSA after April 15th, refunds are at our discretion. We
cannot provide refunds for weekly produce that you can’t or don’t pick up.
Payment: If you are a returning CSA member, you can simply mail us a check
with either a full or half payment: remember, you get a 5% discount for sticking
with us, so multiply your total by .95. And don’t forget about the new fall share
option (your 5% counts toward that as well). Our mailing address is at the
bottom of the page.
Alternatively, you can complete your purchase online at our website,
www.starsteadfarm.com/csa. Returning members have been provided a 5%
discount code.
New members: feel free to contact us at days@starsteadfarm.com if you have any
questions about the share options or our farm in general. If you already know
which share you’re looking for, just pick a payment option and complete the
purchase. If paying by check, be sure to include your email address so we can
contact you when a payment is received.
Whether you are coming back for another season or signing up for the first time,
a minimum of a half payment is required to secure a membership, and full
payment from all members is due by April 15th. Please note that the halfpayment option is not available online. Returning members are guaranteed a
spot in the CSA, but early and/or full payments are always appreciated! If
paying by check, please make it out to Starstead Farm and mail to:

Starstead Farm
14460 Waterford Run Lane
Rixeyville, VA 22737
Thank you for considering our CSA! Please do not hesitate to contact us at the
above email address or through our website for more information.

